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With this docunent the delesations wish to swanarize the different
reasons which led to the request to rocognize the Mediterranean Sea as a
"gpeeial arcal,

In reality, the special arca concept was raised in consideration that
the Mediterrancan Seca in conscquence of its peeuliar oceanographic, ccolosical
and transportation traffic characieristics rcquires a particular solution in

order to prescrve to the naximun oxtont its waters,

411 the possible technical s»lutions so far known have been taken into
consiceration but we have reoached the conclusion that the only valid defence
consists in the prohitition of any discharge with the provision of suitable
recention facilities,

In fact the Mediterrancan is a closcd sca whose turnover takes place
only throuzsh the Straits of Gibralter, Recont studics demonstrate that the
turnover of the first 150 n of water in depth requires a period of about
cishty ycars,

Considcering that in genceral the Meditorrancan is not very lecen and that
there arce no appreciable therio=clini vertical currents that favour the
exchange and the conscquential oxyscnation of the water, it is cvident that
all that is beiny dischargedl into this sea rcuains there for a very long
poeriod of tiue, riving risc also to phononena of accunulation if saidl (ischargc
becones continuous and is of great quantity, This phenomena is clearly
reflected in the case of hydrocarbons that wass through the Mediterrancan in
wver increasing quantitics which will reach 350 million tons in 1975, and

approxinately 250 aillion tons in 1980,

0f all thesc hydrocarbouns which arc boing noved through the Melditerrancan,
approximatcely 300,000 tons/ycar have been conscrvatively estinated to be
dircetly discharged in tiat sca, This quantity is certainly destined to
inercase in relation to the augnontation of the oil traffic,
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Sonicone nicht observe that the LOT systen has iven approciable results,
If this is truc for other scas and on other routes, it is not cqually valid for
the Mediterrancan beeause of the shonrt routes, for which the LOT system is of
neplicible sigmificance, It must be renenbered that short haul trips represcnt

the major vart of traffic in the Mediterranean,

in coffcetive solution could be that of tankers with sczregated ballast, but
this eolution would require soue consilerable time for inplenentation giving
vay in the ncantine to a situation which would sce the Mediterranean irrevereibly
and irrcevocably compromised, Ldditicnally, this solution leaves c¢ntire thao

question of cleaning the cargo tanks and disposing of tank washings,

Hothing remains therefore but the proposel solution of torminals with
reception facilitics, a solution to whicih all coantrics bordering the
Meliterrancan - who attonded the preparatory neetings = are dirceting their
attention, supporting tac provosal »Hut forward Ly the Italian delesation
cndorging it with cqunrl and at tines cexcoptionnl deterndnation, This sumoay
is not intunded to ropresent an analytical prescntation of the rotives which
arc causcl as to request the rceecosmition of soecial arcas anong: which, in the

first place, and in chronsologs ol orler, shoull be the Mcdliterzancan,

Docunents such as Stucdy V of IINMCO nrescntel at the preparatory neoetings
and docwicnt MP XIV/5(e)/12 prescnted by Italy, an) furtherisre the locwient
prepared by FA0 and put forward by the Italian deleration will be found to
convey, even to the nest sceptical, the true tecunical, ecological, cnvironicntal,
touristie, social and wecononic notives which have uried the Mediterranean
countrics to support the srinciple with the "vchement plea as it has been
deseribed and cuphatically underlined,

With this precisc detemidnation therefore we reiterate that, whilst fox
othcrs the matter nay be one of sueh inportance, for the Mediteirrancan
countries it is a vital onc,

Reulation 12 of annex I is consilerced to be satisfacterily daafteds The
Rogulation nay of course undergyo some slisht nolifications and we will readily

acknowledpe all such nodifications which will effeot a jreater sccuxity.



