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.\HNEX -
With this J.ocw.1,mt the c'1.vlc,:,ations wish to sur~:iarizu tho clifforcnt 

reasons whlch led to the request to rJcoc,nizc the ,1Iodi t~irrnncan Sea as a 

"special arca11 , 

In roali ty, tho special area concept was raisocl in considr;:ra tion that 

tho Medi torranua.n Sea in consoquuncc of its peculiar ocoano::.,-raphic, ocolo,:,·ical 

and transportation traffic characteristics requires a particular solution in 

ord.or to 11rc:s<.:rv.:: to the r,1axir.iW:l .:.;xtont its waters. 

1:.11 tho j_)ossiblo technical s ,lutions so for known havo b00n taken into 

consit:uration but we havu r.:.;achcc1 tho conclusion that tho only vali1 dofonce 

consfots in t~rn )rohibi tion of any dischar(;'c with the provision of suitable 

rwCO)tion facili ti~s. 

In fa.ct tho I·fo,.~i torranoan is a closoJ. sun. whosu tui·novvr takes })lace 

only tbrou,:;].1 the Strei.its of Gibra.ltwr. ltoccnt stu(:ius l~oaonstrato that the 

turnover of the ffrst 150 n of wntc:r in clopth rcquiros a )Ori:"il of about 

oi;;hty yoars. 

ConsEcrinc; that in ccnvral tho Ncclitorranoan is not vory loo;) an<l that 

thoro n.ru no n.)~)rccin.blc th..:.ruo-clini vertical currents tho.t favour the 

oxchance ancl tho consuqucnti~l oxycunation of thv wator, it is cvi1ent that 

n.11 that is bcin.-:; clischo.r:_;o,l into this sea ror:ia.ins thQrc for a v0ry lonr; 

1ioriod of tiue, civinl; rise a.lso to l'hono1;wna of accunulatic>n if sni(l ~~ischnrc.,·o 

bocouos continuous and is of [;Tent quantity, This ;1honor.iena is .::lcarly 

rcfkcted in th..: co.so of hydrocarbons that ]}ass throuc;h tho Medi t,)rranoiln in 

.:.:var incrur.sinc qunnti ti0s which will roach 550 r.1illion tons in 1975, and 

0.ppr'JXir.mtcly !,.50 h1illfon tons in 1980. 

Of all tlcoso hyL:rocarbcms whic,1 arc bdnc novoJ. throuch tho Meli torrancan, 

t:1.1,proxirxitoly 300.000 t-:ins/yoar have bacn conservatively '-Stinatccl to be 

J.irf.:ctly dischar[.,'ud in ti.•i, t s..:a, This quantity is c,1rta.inly rlostinoll to 

inorvaso in 1·clo.iion to tho o.uo.10ntation of tho oil traffic, 
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Sone;ono ui::.;ht obsorvo tlmt tlw LOT syston hn.s c;ivcn o.ppr.::iciabl0 results. 

If this is true for othor scci.s anc'!. on uthor routes, it is not oquo.lly vn.lid for 

tho Mol'ti tcrrancan bocauso of tho sho1:t routus, fo1• which thc LOT systcn is of 

no,::;11:::iblo sii:;.1ificn.nco. It oust be rc,·.10~1b-:irc:,1 that short haul tri1)s ro1)rosont 

the major imrt of traffic in the Mcc..i torrnncan. 

l .. n offoctivc ~olution coulcl b.) tho.t of ta.nl<:o::i:s vith scsTce,ato,l balln.at 1 but 

this r0lution woulcl require soL10 consL:vrable ti!:1e for i::.111lcr:1ontation aivinrs 

way in tho r.i.'."ia.ntir.io to o. si tuo.tion which woult1 soo tho Ncc1.i torranoa.n i:crcv~rsibly 

0,11(1 irrwvoca.bly con1jror,1isoC:L, .~t1Ji tionally, this solution loaves entire fov 

que;stion of cloaninc the: cargo tanks ::mi:: tlis:)(JSinc of tank we,,shin.cs. 

Nothinc; rumains th0roforo but tho j_ll'O)OO.),l solutlcm of torninals with 

roc0 ... 1tfon facili tii.::s, a solution to whicl1 a.11 colliltrics b<1rc'i.crinc the 

Mo,.1i ti::rra.nva.n • who a. tkn·l:::,1 the ;iru,,iara. fory ::wdin:;s a.re ~lire;ctin:; their 

attention, sup ... h)rtinc fo0 ~,ro)osnl int furwa.rd by the Italia.n C:ole,::,ntion 

vnJ:n:sin.; it wi t:1 oqu,~l anc. at tinl.)S uxc0ptiono..l ::utorru.11r,tion, This sur1;.10,:..•y 

is ncit inttm,.lcJ<1. to ru11rl;scnt an n.nnlyticn.l i)l'Oscntn.tion of tho r:,otivos which 

a.ro cn.usc,1. a.s to r.:::qu0st tho r0coc,ni tion of s:10cin.l arw~s ar1.m-.: which, in tho 

first ,llnc0, n.nJ. in clu·one>bC~- ; .. '.l or:i.:l', sh:)Ul 1.. be tho Mul:i torrC1.noo.n, 

Docurwnts such as StU(~Y ·v of I!-ICO pros..:nto,? at the pr.:.\10,rn.tory n.:;0tin3s 

anJ docui:10nt l{l) XIV/5(c)/12 proscntwcl by Italy, an.1 furthorn)l.'C thu .locUJwnt 

pro;,ar0d by FliO anj put forward by the Itn.lian ,lde::ation will bo found to 

convey, even to tho nr,st sceptical, tho true toclmical, ocolo~;ical, onvironuonta.l, 

touristlc, socinl an,: ~oono!.1ic noti ve:s which ha.vo ur.:;oi: tho No(1i tvn•an;;ian 

countrios trJ support tlw )rinciplo with tho 11vc.:honont 1;lo::i." as it hns boon 

,fosc:dboJ a.n~l oui)ha.tioally undorlinv<.:. 

With this pr0cisc dvtc:m.d.na.tion thorcforo wu rci tvrn.to th8.t, whilst for 

oth )rs the un. tt..;r nay oo one of such in:;1orto.nco, for the Mncli tul'l'C!.nvan 

countries it is a vital one. 

Ro::;uhtion 12 of :U'lJ'loX l is consL:ur0J tv bo satiofnctcrily ili.•n.ftud. 11ho 

noculo.tion !.lfl.Y of c;.;,u.rsu w1,1orL,'O sor,10 sli:::;ht uo,lifications a.nd wo will rea:lily 

a.cknowkd.:,-o o.11 such nodifion. tions which will of foot a c,ren. tur so1Juri ty • 


